Plain Clothes Man? by Scholes, Norma
Volume 37 | Number 2 Article 12
1957
Plain Clothes Man?
Norma Scholes
Iowa State College
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker
Part of the Home Economics Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Iowa Homemaker by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Scholes, Norma (1957) "Plain Clothes Man?," The Iowa Homemaker: Vol. 37 : No. 2 , Article 12.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker/vol37/iss2/12
Sandra Nagel, H. Ec. So., takes a second glance at "plain 
clothes man" John Teete1·s, A. E. Jr. 
Plain 
Clothes 
Man? 
II A! 
by Norma Scholes 
T ex tiles and Clothing junior 
C ONGRATULATIONS! YOU have found your prince. 
He asked you to marry him, and you will spend 
the reS't of your lives together. 
But, do you really know this man? Do you hon-
estly understand him ? Or do you wonder occasionally 
just what makes him tick? 
For example, why does h e so vigorously protest the 
idea of a dance? He claims he hates to dress up, yet 
he struts around in evening clothes as proud as a king 
in coronation robes. He sneers at your interest in 
clothes, but his feelings suffer if you fail to notice his 
new tie. \Vhy? 
The male homo sapiens glittered centuries past un-
til about 100 years ago when he lost his fashion lead-
ership to women . . To compensate for his complex on 
the subject, he argues tha't he has no time for elabor-
ate clothes. 
Men revolt actively when fashion designers attempt 
to brighten up trousers. ·Modern trousers, stand-
ardized, straight and unimaginative, symbolize mas-
culinity. But YOU know YOUR man is different and 
full of imagination. 
Trousers, too, used to be different and imagina-
22 
tive. The Teutonic people of Western Europe wore 
them as far back as the Bronze Age. 
Romans wore skirts from 753 B.C. to 323 A.D. 
since most of them scorned breeches as the dress of 
barbarians. However, Roman soldiers who fought in 
the north did use semi-long trousers under their short 
tunics to keep out the cold. They always removed 
the breeches before entering the gates of Rome to 
escape derision. 
Masculine Skirts 
Up until 1300, breeches were hidden under long 
skirts in western civilization. (Of all the unmascu-
lin e things!) And they were worn by men like 
Charlemagne, Alfred 'the Great and the Crusaders. 
In 1300, men still refused to show their breeches, 
but skirts, shortened to the knee, exposed cloth hose, 
lined and tailored to the leg. Lining was a blessing 
for the thin-calved gent since his tailor could give 
him what nature forgot in 'the way of padding. 
The male race resembled ballet dancers back 1n 
1350. Two stockings sewed together at the top to 
make trousers (les chausses) became popular 111 
France and gradually spread all over Europe. Some 
men dyed each half of their chausses a contrasting 
color to be different. 
In 1500, the upper part of these "tights" were 
decorated to cover up their poor fit. After 1510, 
breeches were worn over the hose. They fitted as 
tightly as trunks or longer and fuller in various de-
grees. Germans puffed out their breeches and con-
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structed each h alf in different colors and textures. 
In addition, each stocking contrasted with each h alf 
of the breeches and with each other. 
Choose Your Shape 
The year 1550 brought in French hose. The up-
per stocks of French Hose were filled with flocks, 
horsehair or bran to expand them to tremendous 
proportions. Their average length was mid-thigh. 
A man could actually choose his figure from among 
the varied shapes: swelling like a pumpkin or melon, 
with a narrow roll around the hips or spreading 
tent-like from his waist to a broad, square base. A 
girl could not possibly guess what her prospec tive 
husband 's shape really was . 
Moderate-sized knee breeches were favored in 1625. 
They ended just above the knee, finished by rows of 
ribbons or wide ribbon garters. Some styles boasted 
a long slash on either side through which puffs of silk 
peeked. 
The male race enjoyed its last big Ring at flam-
boyant dress in 1660 with petticoat breeches. Over 
knee breeches as full as bloomers or as tight as skin , 
fell full pleated skirts lavishly trimmed with ribbon 
loops. Ruffl es often decorated the lower edge of the 
breeches. 
Knee Breeches 
After 1690, close fitting kn ee breeches were the 
vogue. Their only ornament was a buckle or row 
of buttons at the knee. White silk hose covered the 
lower legs. Black velvet became the fabric although 
light colored satin was also worn. 
(Continued Page 24) 
GET READY! GET SET! 
HERE COMES SUMMER! 
and Taylor's is bursting 
with exciting new sportswear 
by such famous names as: 
Phil Rose of Calif! 
Catalina! 
Jantzen! 
Flattering new styles in 
fashion-right colors for all 
your sun 'n fun days, come see! 
7th and Walnut .Des Moines, Iowa 
MAY, 1957 
Close to W estga'te 
PETERSON 
DRUG COMPANY 
for all your personal needs! 
Drugs • Cosmetics • Fountain 
2816 West CE 2-5655 
Display Your 
Valued Momentoes 
The Memory Case, amazing new 
miniature show case for your 
precious watch, medal, heirloom, 
jewelry, etc. Protects from dirt, 
dust, damage, " curious" fingers , 
and scratches. 4 inches high with 
transparent sides of newly improv· 
ed aircraft plexiglas; black base and top . Easy to clean . 
Creat.ed to impress the most discriminating viewers. Memory 
Case fits any decor. Injection m.:.lded for exactness and 
quality . Guaranteed to extend life of campaign ribbons, 
crucifixes, coins, and many more . Bring out your treasur.ed 
possessions for all to see RIGHT NOW! Don 't wait! 
Only $2.95 ppd . each. Act now! 
PAULS PRODUCTS 
2025 Kishwaukee St., Dept. H, Rockford, Illinois 
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TRU- BLU DIAMONDS 
SWANK'S JEWELRY 
2522 Lincoln Way CE 2-6653 
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STOP in 
during V eishea 
For 
"Service 
that Satisfies!" 
Rainbow Coffee Shop 
5th and Kellogg Dial CE 3-9806 
STEPHENSON'S FAMOUS FOR FABRICS 
Conveniently located 
opposite campus 
103 Welch Dial CE 2-3615 
When you plan for the future 
Plan to come to ... 
for the fine st in Home Furnishings. 
Terms To Fit Your Needs 
7th and Walnut Des Moines, Iowa 
New Spring Styles 
for a 
Sprightly 
College 
Coed 10 Styles- $3.98 
2544 Lincoln Way Dial CE 2-4150 
PLAIN CLOTHES MAN? HA! (Contiuued [m111 jJage 23) 
Pantaloons originated as tight, calf-length breeches 
of knitted silk or wool in 1770. By 1800, they 
reached from the armpits where suspender-like braces 
held them up, to the ankles where straps under the 
instep held them down. After 1810, the waistline 
returned to its normal position. 
From 1815 on, knee breeches were seen only at 
court where they were compulsory. Meanwhile 
pantaloons ended just above the ankle. They opened 
from the calf on clown and fastened there with four 
or five gold buttons. 
Colorful Array 
Peg top trousers entered the scene around 1810. 
The top was wider than the hem. Bell bottomed 
trousers, on the other h and, were wider at the hem 
than at the top. During the daytime, men allowed 
color to run rampant. Tubular trousers of wool 
with patterns in large checks, plaids or stripes were 
favorites. 
After 1890, loose breeches called knickers, which 
j ust comfortably covered the knee, accompanied clark 
wool stockings and high button shoes. Later, knick-
ers narrowed and ended in a wide buttoned band. 
So you see, your male does not feel natural in the 
role of a plainclothesman. With centuries of ex-
travagant dress behind him, he cannot help but feel 
a little cheated in his modern simplicity. Yet h e 
dares not to burst forth in fancy clothing. Try not 
to make fu n of him when he strolls in some clay 
wearing a new reel and green plaid suit. Don't 
laugh. It's possible! 
There was a Young coed in Ames 
Whose allowance went fast as it came 
Time to shop she had not 
Pin Mate J ohn said one stop 
Fastco Drug was the place where they 
aimed. 
FASTCO DRUG 
417 Kellogg Dial CE 2-3161 
Let Us Clean and Store 
Your Winter Garments 
Safe From Fire, Moths, Theft 
PICK THEM UP NEXT FA LL 
WHEN YOU COME BAC K TO COLLEGE 
Sta·Nu 
• PROCESS 
Ames Pantorium 
FRE E PICK-UP AND DELI VERY 
41 0 Douglas Phone CE 2-4302 
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